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The new King Day holiday in Snellville may be in jeopardy. 

The City Council has failed to approve a budget amendment setting aside funds to give employees the day off in January. 

A plan to fund the employee holiday honoring the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. got nixed this week due to political wrangling over the budget. 

Council members on Monday were split on whether to fund extra items added onto the King budget amendment. In addition to spending $10,000 so non-emergency employees can take off for King Day, the council also was asked to approve $75,000 to hire new police officers, plus about $165,000 in other budget changes. 

Neither King Day, the police officers nor the other proposed expenditures have been funded because the amendments did not receive enough votes to pass. 

The council was split 3-3 on the vote for the amendments. 

The naysayers were Snellville Mayor Jerry Oberholtzer and council members Tod Warner and Barbara Bender. 

The deadlock has some city leaders and residents wondering what will come of King Day. 

"I don't know if they realized they voted against the funding of the Martin Luther King holiday," said Kelly Kautz, who voted in favor of the King and police officer amendments. "I saw no reason why we couldn't go forward while we worked out these other housekeeping matters. It is inexcusable to me." 

Councilman Robert Jenkins said he, too, was "disappointed." 

Snellville resident Kenneth Williams said he thought the funding of King Day would be approved because the November vote to recognize the holiday was unanimous. Since then, Snellville's leadership has prompted other municipalities holding out on the holiday to pass it, said Williams. 

"We thought it was a done deal," Williams said of the funding vote. "I hope they are going to carry through with their promise." 

Monday was the last meeting of 2007 for the Snellville City Council. 

