
Snellville officials at war again
City Council foils mayor's attempt to keep interim city manager from conducting evaluations of department heads. 
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A period of civility on the Snellville City Council ended dramatically this week when Mayor Jerry Oberholtzer walked out of a meeting in protest of his opposition. 

The gloves are off in Snellville. Again. 

Growing dissension on the City Council has resulted in a tug-of-war over the duties of interim city manager Jim Brooks. It took a rogue vote of the City Council Monday to allow Brooks to do his job -- evaluate department heads so they can get their annual raise. 

The routine task had been delayed by a request from the mayor. Oberholtzer, who has publicly said he does not want Brooks to stay on at City Hall, privately asked the city manager not to conduct management reviews. The city is looking for a new administrator. Brooks' contract expires on Feb. 13. 

"I met with Mr. Brooks and our city attorney and I requested that he not do the evaluations because of my concerns about morale," Oberholtzer said Tuesday. "I thought it was in the best interest of the city to allow the reviews to be done by the new city manager." 

But some supporters of Brooks who would like to see him keep his job permanently or at least stay on a little longer, took exception to the mayor's request when they learned about it over the weekend. They decided to settle the issue at Monday's council meeting. 

"Inasmuch as this city adopted a city manager form of government ... the mayor does not have at his discretion the option of telling Mr. Brooks not to evaluate department heads, which is clearly part of his day-to-day operation of the city," said Councilman Robert Jenkins. "I think we need to allow Mr. Brooks to do his job." 

An executive session was called so the matter could be discussed with the mayor privately. Oberholtzer voted against going into executive session and then walked out before the closed-door meeting was held. 

"What use was there for me to stay around. They were going to attack me personally," Oberholtzer said Tuesday. 

The council reappeared after a brief discussion, re-opened the business meeting and voted on whether Brooks should be allowed to evaluate department heads. 

The vote was 4-1 with council members Jenkins, Kelly Kautz and Warren Auld voting in favor of Brooks doing his job and Barbara Bender siding with the mayor. Councilman Tod Warner abstained from the vote. His abstention was counted as an affirmative vote by the city attorney, however. 

A handful of Snellville residents who stayed for the second half of the public meeting scolded the mayor for walking out and asked the council to work together in the interests of the city, which has a city-manager form of government. 

"When you walk out on a meeting, you don't show any concern for the citizens," Dennis Lawton of Snellville said. 

The City Council fireworks are likely to continue next month when Brooks' contract expires. 

Oberholtzer has said he is prepared to move forward without a city manager until a new one can be hired. 

