Snellville announces new art alliance, facility plans

By Holley Calmes

It looks like Snellville may be getting a new arts center, complete with a theater and art gallery, and an annual visual and performing arts festival of its own.

The new Snellville Arts Alliance was officially launched Tuesday at a meeting at Snellville City Hall attended by the city's arts and political leaders. The group has big plans to fill the city of Snellville with music, dance, theater and visual art.

City of Snellville Councilwoman Kelly Kautz has been the instigator of this effort. A young lawyer full of vision and energy, Kautz came up with the idea of an arts alliance, as well as a community center and citywide arts events. The idea was borne out of Snellville's need for a fine arts facility, Kautz said.

"The city is rich with local artists. Groups such as New London Theatre, Gwinnett Ballet Theatre and the Snellville Artists Guild are housed in Snellville, but there are no venues within the city for these groups and others to share their work," she said.

That is a problem that the Arts Alliance will try to correct. Kautz, who has already secured nonprofit status for the alliance, has begun making plans for breaking ground on what promises to be a facility the likes of which Snellville has never had.

An anonymous donor has already offered a five-acre tract of land for the center. The location is so central and desirable, Kautz said, that an announcement about a groundbreaking ceremony is being held until all the details are in place - about one or two months from now.

"We are currently working on renderings of what the arts facility might look like," Kautz said. "We want the building to look similar to city hall. We hope it will include a 500-seat theater, an art gallery, studios and work rooms, classrooms, perhaps even a black box theater. We could also use it as a rental facility to help defray maintenance costs."

An initial estimate puts construction and operating costs at about $3 million to $4 million, though the cost could change after a study of needs, Kautz said.

The group also announced plans for the Wisteria Arts Affair, a new annual visual and performing arts festival scheduled to be held in downtown Snellville each year. It will debut on the grounds of Snellville City Hall in October 2008.

Last week, the Snellville-based New London Theatre announced plans to move into a new 125-seat theater in the Snellville Plaza shopping center.

The Snellville Arts Alliance should have its Web site, www.snellvilleartsalliance.com, up and running soon. Keep reading Art Beat for further updates.
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