Gwinnett Opinions: Snellville deserves own venue for the arts 
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Snellville is rich with local artists. Groups such as the New London Theatre, the Snellville Artists Guild and the Gwinnett Ballet make their home in the city. Yet, there are no venues within Snellville in which these groups and others can share their work. 

That is something a newly formed group in Snellville hopes to change. 

The Snellville Art Alliance, a nonprofit corporation formed in April, is working to establish a multiuse, fine arts center in Snellville that will serve as a forum for local artists to display their talents. 

I formed this group with the assistance of Stan Hall and Betty Goble. Many know Hall as the director of Victim Services with the Gwinnett County district attorney's office; however, Hall is also the executive director of the Gwinnett Ballet. Goble is a retired schoolteacher, a Snellville resident and an art patron. 

Many in the city's arts community believe the alliance is long overdue. Tony Webb, marketing director of the New London Theatre, which presents its performances at South Gwinnett High School, says he has been trying to convince local authorities to start such an organization for years. 

Since its formation, the Snellville Art Alliance has aligned itself with the local art groups who intend to use the facility once it is built. 

Unlike many theaters in Gwinnett County, the Snellville Art Alliance wants to provide more than just a stage. Organizers of the alliance foresee a facility with not only a theater and a black-box room for performers, but also an art gallery and classrooms to host workshops for artists. The alliance envisions a place for the Snellville Historical Society to display the history of Snellville, a section for residents to rent for receptions, and possibly even an amphitheater for orchestras and choral groups. 

The facility will serve as a community center and forum for all local artists to display their talents. 

In addition to building a fine arts facility, the Snellville Art Alliance plans to host a fine arts festival Oct. 4-5, 2008, and hopes it will become an annual event. 

The Snellville Art Alliance is not receiving funding from the city; instead it is seeking private donations and private and government grants. 

The alliance is looking for locations for the arts center, and members hope to have something built within the next 18 to 24 months. 

However, we needed the community's support and help. If you are interested in donating or volunteering, I would love to hear from you. 

Kelly Kautz is a member of the Snellville City Council and a local attorney. You may reach her at 678-252-2142.
